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Chetton bells ring again!

In May this year the Guild were contacted by a group
of lapsed ringers and potential ringers who wanted to
get Chetton bells ringing again. Darren and Jools from
Broseley checked the bells over and fortunately no
problems were found. Ginette then started feaching
the learners, with Sue Robinson, our Guild Master
Elect, kindly stepping in to cover her holidays. The new
ringers are progressing well and we hope the new band
will ring for services by Christmas.

Bridgnorth District Outing

This year we decided fo have a ringing outing as our
summer social event, so on 12™ August around 20
ringers of varying abilities travelled to the Church
Stretton area. We had a very enjoyable day.

Thank you to John Maclean - by Neil Bragg
Many District ringers will know John and have rung with him over the years. John started
ringing at Coalbrookdale at the age of 8 in 1942. He and his brothers all had the great
benefit of being taught by the famous William Saunders. In the war years the trainees did
much of their practice by use of the hand-bells but they also had the chance to ring the
bells as the ringers had made a set of clapper ties so that the bells could still be swung
without any sound.
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John became an engineering apprentice in Birmingham
and eventually moved to be a marine engineer, reaching
Chief Officer class at BP maritime. At all opportunities
John came and rang in the dale. Following his
retirement and the death of Les Parry, John was
elected as the Holy Trinity Tower Captain. In this role
he has been responsible for the teaching of many of
our ringers and is still fraining people of all ages at i
Coalbrookdale, Broseley and Wellington and regularly rings at Dawley and Little Wenlock.
With John's engineering background he is one of the first persons you fturn to about issues
with bells and John still guides and assists with bell maintenance.




John will be 90 next year and we think it is only fitting at this time that we recognise John's
contribution and send him our sincere thanks and look forward fo continue ringing with him.

Time please! - The history of Alveley bells - by Roy Page

In Bridgnorth library I came across a small volume titled ‘Shropshire clock and watchmakers'.
Out of curiosity I flicked through until I found the maker of our church clock. The entry is
short but says that Thomas Glase was a watch and clock maker as well as a gunsmith and
jeweller of High Streeft, high fown Bridgnorth. The current clock was made by him in 1848.
It needs winding once a week and keeps reasonably good time. But also in this book was a
copy of an agreement between the churchwardens and a previous clock maker, Richard
Stephens, also of Bridgnorth. This stated that he was to maintain the clock for the sum of 5
shillings per annum (25p!) excepting for any damage done
by the ringing of the bells. (The hammer that strikes the
bell to sound the hours has to be withdrawn before
ringing takes place. A swinging bell weighing half a ton
hitting the hammer would damage the hammer, the
mechanism attached to the clock and possibly the bell).
The interesting point of all this is that our current bells
were cast in 1779 and this agreement is dated 1759,
proving we had earlier bells.

In a much heftier volume ('Documents concerning the parishes of Alveley and Romsley’) I
found a very small entry -4 bells, 1 Sanctus bell 1740 and then after more hunting I found
this: Humphrey Grove of Pool Hall was a witness to an agreement between the
churchwardens and Arthur Arden (tailor) concerning land that Arthur owned in village. He
gave two small fields to the church on the understanding that the rent from these fields was
to pay for bell ropes. This document is dated 1576 so our church has had bells since medieval
times and that brings up an interesting question.

Due to the very poor state of the roads in the 16th century and the fact that river traffic
was minimal (the Industrial Revolution was almost 200 years away) it is highly likely that
these medieval bells were cast in or very near to the church by travelling bell makers. And it
may be no coincidence that the inn to the east of the church on the butter cross (now a
private house) used to be called The Bell. The charity to provide bell ropes is still in
existence and we may be calling on it soon. But the biggest story of these medieval bells is
yet to be told...

Dates for your diary

28™ Oct 3pm - District Meeting @ Chelmarsh
37 Feb - District AGM @ Bridgnorth

2m & 34 Mar - ART Conference

11™ May - Guild AGM



