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Appendix A

HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD OF BELLRINGERS

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2024

Held at the Eardisland Village Hall, Saturday May 11t at 17:55pm
50 Guild members present

1. Welcome and Opening Prayers: the Guild Master welcomed members to the meeting and Prayers, led
by Rev Barney Bell, remembered those members of the Guild, who had died since the last AGM, namely:

Albert E Davies, Kingsland, Honorary (died 2024)

Nancy Preece, Hereford St Nicholas, Honorary (died 2023)

Kate Greenall, Ledbury, Honorary (died 2023)

John H Williams, Kington, Honorary (died 2023)

Nick A Smith, Kingstone (died 2024)

David Waring, Bishops Frome (died 2024)

Jeremy S Cummins, Whitbourne, Retired Member (died 2024)
David Harling Cradley, Retired Member (died 2023)
Nigel Howard Dorstone, Retired Member (died 2023)
John Peacock Wistanstow, Retired Member (died 2023)

2. Apologies were received from; Chris Kippin, Alan Reade, Chris Brackston, Bruce Talmage, Ruth D'Avanzo,
Janet Mann, Jason Walker, Kristoffer Perruzza, Chris Roberts, John Downing, Judith Edwards, lan Johnson,
Sue Burgoyne, Sue Lewis, Tim Hollinghurst, Ann Brandish, Vic & Dorothy Chamberlain, Rhiannon Pugh, John
Maclean, Sharon Collins, Nicky Adams, Ginette Pardoe, Darren Swancott, Mike Williams, Elizabeth Walker,
Anthony Ellis & Syd Ewart.

3. The adoption of the 2023 AGM minutes was proposed by David Parker, seconded by Nick Cooper-
Tomkins and accepted as a true record.

4. Matters Arising: there were no matters arising.

5. Correspondence: none

6. Long Service Awards:

The Guild Master congratulated and acknowledged each person through reading out the names of:

Certificates for 50 years of service: Kate M Price, Andrew Talbot-Ponsonby & John F | Turney.

Certificates for 25 years of service: Gillian Bluck, Sandra Bryan, C Martin Foster, Nancy Hemmings, Elspeth
S Jones, Heather Keeling, Colin A Lewis, Sarah A Macdonell, Tom Morris, Jill Perks, David J Thompson, Liz
Tompkins & Elizabeth Walker.
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7. Electlon of new members: Wendy Crampton, Allison Devine, Jo Harris, Thomas Pratt, Fred Cook, Paul
Hemmings, proposed by Mark Pugh.

Jennie Hodge, proposed by Tim Hollinghurst

Jenny Parker, proposed by Frank Seabright

All seconded by Barney Bell. All present, were in agreement to accepting these new members.
8. Officers Reports had been circulated via email prior to the meeting.

Guild Treasurer Mark Aston proposed adoption of the accounts. This was seconded by Abigail Pugh and the
accounts were duly accepted.

The Peal Recorder, Neil Bennett informed all attending members that the peal details had been omitted in
the 2023 Report however, it was available upon the Guild Website or could be sent as an electronic file,
upon request. Also Neil stated that the Guild had just passed the 6000 peal point and referred to the start
of the latest peal volume stating that Val Roberts had entered many of the past peals by hand and only in
recent years the luxury of printing via computer, was possible.

9. Election of Guild Freeman, this detail had been circulated prior to the meeting.
Alan Reade, Claverley, Bridgnorth District

Alan’s first appearance in the Guild Report was 1977 having joined the group of ringers at Claverley, a
couple of years previously.

In the 1980’s, Alan along with Harold Fitter and Martin Harrisson formed a ‘Way Forward’ sub-committee
that led onto the provision of limited insurance cover for ringers and later, to the production of health &
safety guidance for the Guild, issued in the 1990’s.

Between 2007-2012 the Guild Master (Mark Pugh) requested Alan to review the Guild’s position on
Safeguarding of Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 which resulted in the production and issue to all towers of
formal tower stewardship and safeguarding guidance, for which Alan was presented with the Master’s
Shield in 2011.

Alan continues to review and up-date this guidance in liaison with the diocesan authorities and provides
advice to individual ringers as required.

Again Alan along with Paul Lewis, was involved with the launch of ITTS and the HDGB training schemes,
with a burst of fame through an interview prior to the training day’s launch, broadcast on BBC Radio
Shropshire in 2013.

The Guild Committee has been made aware of Alan’s past and continued commitment to such Guild
matters and supports his nomination to the position of Guild Freeman.

Alan had given apologies prior to the meeting stating he was disappointed not to be at the AGM in person,
due to prior commitments.
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The Gqu Master requested a confirmation vote to accept Alan Reade as a Freeman to the Hereford
Diocesan Guild.

All members present were unanimous in agreeing to accept Alan as a Freeman.

Election of Guild Vice President: The Guild Master stated that there had been a proposal for a Vice President.
The Master read the following:
Our published Guild reports state that for the year 1956 we had 77 towers affiliate to the Guild and 615

members.

Within the tower of Much Wenlock, 13 ringing members are listed of which, for the first time, is a Miss
Valerie M Edge, along with her Father Harry and Harry Anson, Herbert & George Childs, Charles E Edwards,
Leo Evans, Ernest Fox, Victor Hollingshead, Leonard Longland, Alan M Jones, Albert Matthews & Harry Perks.

It was not long before Val found her ringing skills for the first peal, scored in May 1959 at Stokesay, trebling
for 2 extents of Plain Bob and a lot of Grandsire Doubles in 2h & 45mins with Dad on bell 3 and Leo Evans on
bell 2, Des Ferguson 4, William Lloyd on 5 and John Meyrick on Tenor.

In 1968 the Festival was held at Hereford, reportedly with good weather and this is when Miss Valerie Edge
took the position of Guild Master for a 2 year period until 1970. Appearing to want to stay very active within
the Guild officer’s positions, Val then moved to become peal recorder which she passed onto our current
peal recorder, Neil Bennett, in 1980.

Val had been an active supporter to many events within the Guild and so must have felt it right to return as
Guild Master in 1993 for a further 2 years.

It is recorded within the 1995 report by her successor Rev David Bowen, that anybody in attendance at that
year’s Hereford Ringing Course, will not forget ‘the inimitable way in which Val addressed the opening
session by welcoming all in song, creating a precedent difficult to follow’.

This is Val to a ‘tee’, there to enthuse everyone’s spirit to embrace the moment and support each other.

Even now we are enjoying the input at Guild Committee meetings of both her support and guidance in Guild
matters.

The Committee had been asked to consider Val for the nomination of Guild Vice-President, given all the work
undertaken and continued support along with the passion Val has for our Guild. The Committee unanimously
agreed and support this proposal.

The Guild Master requested a confirmation vote to accept Val as a Vice-President to the Hereford Diocesan
Guild.
All members present were unanimous in agreeing to accept Val to the position; Vice-President.

10. Election of Executive Officers: the following were elected as Executive Officers:

The Guild Master confirmed he was to retire at the end of the meeting and that the following people were
prepared to stand:
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Gu|Id Master — Sue Robinson, Guild Treasurer — Mark Aston, Peal Recorder — Neil Bennett, Guild Education
— Jessica Pugh & Report Secretary — Neil Bragg

Nick Cooper-Tompkins proposed as the officers were all prepared to stand, that they should be re-elected
‘en bloc’, this was seconded by Martin Harrisson, with all in favour.

Secretary —following 2 nominations, Fran Watkins & Tim Joiner a vote was undertaken with counts by Nick
Chapman & Nick Cooper-Tomkins. The return count stated that Fran Watkins was elected as Guild
Secretary.

11. Election of Non-Executive Officers:

The Management Committee had received nomination from Hereford District for Kris Perruzza as Master
Elect.

The Master requested a vote for/against. All in attendance were in favour and Kris was duly elected.

The existing non-executive officers all were willing to stand again. Neil Bragg proposed that they should be
re-elected ‘en bloc’; this was seconded by Sue Robinson, with all in favour.

12. Election of Clerical Representatives: Barney Bell, Nicky Seabright and Anthony Ellis were all willing to
stand again and were proposed by Frank Seabright, seconded by Jane Mason, with all in favour.

13. Election of Central Council Representative: The Management Committee had received confirmation
that the existing Central Council representatives (Anthony Ellis and Abigail Pugh) were prepared to stand
again and given there were no further nominations, Nick Cooper-Tomkins proposed that they should be re-
elected ‘en bloc’, this was seconded by Pauline Leggate, with all in favour.

Nick Cooper-Tomkins and the Guild Master thanked the CC Reps for an excellent report from the last
Council AGM in September 2023.

14. Independent Examiner: The Guild Treasurer gave a reason for the change in Independent Examiner
and proposed Ruth D’Avanzo, this was seconded by Barbara Fox with all in favour.

15. Guild Subscription: The Guild Treasurer had explained the situation with forecasting and potential
expenditure, stating cost rises due to inflation and general economics, proposing that the subs were
increased by £2 making an annual subscription of £10 for standard ringing membership with no alteration
to any other membership subscription levels, as outlined in the Guild Report.

This proposal was seconded Frank Seabright, with all in favour.

Barbara Fox asked if the subscription could be paid via bank transfer, Mark responded to state that he
actively encouraged that all Districts take this route to accept future subscriptions.

16. Addition to the rules: The Guild Master explained that the Management Committee had been
requested to consider ‘an events co-ordinator’ that would represent a group of members who undertook
events, such as the Guild striking competition. Following debate, at the committee meeting, a final
agreement to add this role to the Non-Executive officers was proposed by Ashley Fortey, seconded by
Anthony Ellis.
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Jenny Lawrence requested clarification on what this person would undertake within the role. Nicky Aubrey
gave a concise response stating that there is a need to change the Thomas Cooper Striking Competition to
an event and have a representative that then attends the management meetings.

It was clarified by Jane Mason that this was not a rule change and no more than an addition, which was in
line with current rules. Discussion took place over the concern of any member of the ‘events team’,
attending. Following further discussion on the topic, Nicky Aubrey proposed Richard Bracher to the new
position, seconded by Fran Watkins, with all in favour.

17. Agree donation to BRF: Mark Aston stated, following previous reduction to the grant, he suggested an
increased, back to the level that the Guild was donating before the pandemic, he proposed a grant of
£1400. This proposal was seconded by Frank Seabright, with all in favour.

On behalf of the BRF, Jane Mason thanked the Guild for its continued support.

18. Awarding of the Centenary Shield: The Guild Master, started off by stating the shield was usually
presented to an individual. However, this time he had been so impressed by the efforts and turn out at the
Guild Striking Competition, the Master wished to award the Centenary Shield to the team for all their hard
work and enthusiasm, Nicky Aubrey accepted the shield on behalf of the group.

19. Awarding of the George Cousins Cup: On behalf of the BRF, Neil Bennett explained that no AGM had
been held by the BRF and as such, no nominations had been received for consideration, allowing the
George Cousins cup to be awarded.

There is a meeting planned soon and the BRF would be in touch if there is to be a presentation in the near
future.

20. Invitation for the 2025 AGM: Recently retired Ross on Wye District Secretary, Pauline Leggate, invited
the Guild to the Ross on Wye District for the 2025 AGM.

21. Any Other Business:

Frank Seabright proposed a vote of thanks to Chris Kippin, though retired from the position of Guild
Treasurer, he has very kindly continued many of the functions that the role requires over the last 12
months supporting the Guild. This was seconded by Mark Aston followed with a round of applause.

David Parker proposed a vote of thanks to the Clifford & Kington District for making all the AGM
arrangements and hosting an excellent ringer’s tea. David also went on to thank the Rev Rosie Roberts for
leading the service with special thanks for arranging sunny weather too.

Barney Bell proposed a vote of thanks to Tim Hollinghurst for playing the organ and stating that many were
due to retire, thanked Nick Cronin for the time he had given to the Guild as Master. Barney also went on to
thank Mark Pugh for all information he sent out over his 5-year period as Secretary with encouragement
emails and minutes of meetings stating that he has done an amazing job during his time in the position,
not just the 2 management meetings and Guild AGM but all the other items undertaken throughout the
year.
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Closing prayers and blessing, led by Rev. Nicky Seabright

The meeting closed at 18:53.
Ratified at 2025 AGM:

Master’s signature: Date:
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