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Paul J Lewis — Pontesbury

Appendix C Nominations for Freeman (2 vacancies)

Paul has been an active member of the Guild for nearly 50 years. He has attended hundreds of district
meetings including many years as district ringing master.

It is in the field of education and training that Paul has contributed most. He was district education officer
for many years and ran and organised many training courses from beginner to deep into method ringing
and even when he stood down he was always available to help run courses for those who followed as
education officer. Paul has been running training events in the district for at least 30 years.

At Guild level Paul was Guild education officer for 11 years and ran and organised training throughout the
Guild. During this time he was also an active member of the management committee.

Recently Paul has been a key person in bringing association of ringing teachers (ART) methodology to the
Guild and has run courses at various towers throughout the Guild and has helped to establish bands at
previously quiet towers.

To summarize Paul has helped with recruitment and retention of ringers throughout the Guild for many
years.

Ann Bennett — Welshpool

Ann joined the Guild in 1976 and has, along with her husband Neil, been a proactive member of the
Hereford Guild ever since.

Ann and Neil had a young family in the 1970s, but Ann took on the role of Report Secretary from 1979 to
1987. This was a hard task in those days, getting all the reports and district information typed up, and ‘cut
and paste’ of all the information such as the peals literally meant scissors and glue! She introduced many
of the report features we expect to see today, and was appropriately firm which those District Secretaries
who failed to submit their information in a timely manner and in accordance with the rules.

In the Church Stretton district Ann has served as Treasurer from 1984 to 1990, and as Secretary from 2019-
2023.

Ann was Master Elect in 2004 and served as Guild Master from 2005-2007.

In more recent years, most of us will appreciate the huge support that Ann has given to Neil to allow him
to continue as peal recorder during periods of serious ill health. Ann has driven Neil to many Guild events
and management committee meetings, and sat through hours of discussion whilst remaining respectfully
silent, as she was only there to facilitate Neil.

Ann is an extremely capable ringer, and would always strive for the highest standards, yet she is also
encouraging to learners, to receive praise from Ann would mean something.

So, for continuous service, with active roles for six consecutive decades, as well as probably hundreds of
district teas, Ann deserves recognition as a Freeman of the Guild.
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